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In this Issue 

 

 
 
I want to push harder, force things to move. Then, I realize the futility of my 
position.  
 
The harder I push, the more chaos I create. The more chaos there is, the 
slower everything becomes. It is a vicious cycle. I’ve become a part of the 
problem. The faster I try to go, the “behinder” I get! 
 

PATIENT WAITING 
 

The lines are long: at the store, at the Post Office, at 
the light. Nothing and no one is moving fast enough. 
Decisions have to be made – schedules kept. I know 
what needs to be done; but nobody’s doing it!  
 
I am getting frustrated. Opportunities are being lost. 
 

 
What am I to do?  
 
David faced a similar situation. He was frustrated. Nothing was happening fast enough. It 
seemed he couldn’t do anything to get things moving. He was losing time. His advice, then and 
now, was a simple faith filled statement:  
 
 I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the     
           land of the Living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and  
 wait for the Lord.     Psalm 27:13-14 
 
Frustration and impatience are not limited to this time of year. Neither is David’s inspired 
advice. “Be strong, take heart, and wait for the Lord.” 
 
Pastor Tom 

 

 



…from the Head Elder 
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What an exciting time of the year at Trinity! The trees behind the Altar look 
better than ever and the nativity scene is the best in town. We should all be 
proud of our church and the message it presents to the community. Jesus is 
the reason for the season and is the center of our church teachings. Merry 
Christmas, not Happy Holidays, is our thought! 
 
I would like to congratulate the new church council members and thank 
them for being willing to serve. Also thanks to those who ran for reelection. 
As you know Roger Riggert is our new Head Elder and I already know he 
will be a good one. Thanks to all the Elders who served with me the last 
three years. It’s been a pleasure serving with you.  You made the job very 
enjoyable.  
 
As you know we started having two services again December 6th. I have to 
say I’ll miss seeing everyone in one service but understand the need 
especially as our church grows. And, after all,  that’s what it’s all about.  We 
need to get as many people exposed to God’s word as possible.  Please 
invite your friends and neighbors to one of our services, especially as we 
begin the New Year. 
 
Nancy and I hope you had a great Christmas and the Lord blesses you with 
a wonderful New Year. How great is it knowing our Heavenly Father will be 
with us every moment of our lives.  God Bless 
 
Dave Luppes 
Head Elder 
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Update on Funding for the Family  
 

Back in August, our congregation made the commitment to raise $21,000 for 
increased mission work. We wanted to support new outreaches here at 
home, throughout our nation, and then out into the greater world. We chose 
the renovations to Trinity’s building in preparation for the new Director of 
Family Ministry, support for the Synod’s two seminaries as they prepare 
pastors for the ministry, and a special outreach in China that brings God’s 
Word to a spiritually starving people as our targets. 
 
To date, we have received $18,330 toward our goal. We need only $2,670 
to fully fund our mission intentions. We would ask each of you to prayerfully 
consider helping us reach our final objective. Your generosity and sacrifice 
so far have given us great confidence and hope. 
 
Please be sure to designate your gift for these mission funds by adding a 
note or filling in the memo line of your check with “Funding for the Family.” 

February Newsletter Deadline: 
January 19 



From the President 
 

Our God is, and will always be, the Lord of His Church. He is the One who plants and establishes 
congregations. He is the One who gives to each fellowship its own unique ministry. He is the One who 
gathers believers together to share in worship and kingdom work. None of this is haphazard or 
accidental. All of this happens according to His divine plan and purpose. 
 
As a congregation, Trinity has been singularly blessed. God has done great things with and through us. 
He has established and formed us to be just who He wants us to be for this time and place. Though we 
sometimes forget His plan and our place in it, He lovingly forgives and redirects us in the way we all 
should go. 
 
God has done great things at Trinity, but He plans for even greater things. This will take all of us working 
together, just as He purposefully brought all of us together. And as we move forward, it will take even 
more people with special gifts to accomplish His plans. 
 
Thanks to all of you for the part you’ve played in making Trinity such a special congregation. You are 
indeed a blessing. And praise be to God for what He will do through each of us in the future, all 
according to His plan. 
 
Al Axelson 
President of the Congregation 
 
 

 

Time for House Cleaning 2010  
 

It’s that time of year.  Now that the holidays are over it’s time to clean out the shed and review what we 
store there.  The nativity scene is stored here, and there is a need for better access in this building.  If 
anyone has an interest in items they know to be stored there and still have a function, now is the time to 
contact one of the trustees or be on hand January 9th at 9:00 am to help identify items and make the 
decision regarding “store or discard”.  
 
That same day we will go through the electrical room and remove old unwanted or junk items.  This room 
cannot be used as a storeroom by code.  Therefore, only items related to the delivery of electrical service 
and fire alarm items should be in this area.  Again, if you have an interest in items in this room, or have 
input regarding items stored here,  let us know.  Items that need to be stored will be moved to the shed 
as a permanent storage place. 
 
Finally, the storeroom off the social room will be evaluated regarding storage.  Many of the items in this 
room could and should be stored in the shed.  Some items have been identified items that can be 
discarded and others certainly have a need to be stored in this room.  Once again, if anyone has an 
interest in items stored here or has personal items they would like to keep, please let us know 
accordingly.   
 
It’s a new year, a new decade, and a now a new beginning.  It’ clean-up time! Let’s all join in the fun and 
help with this effort. 
 
We want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for helping keep our house clean, orderly and 
organized.   
 
The Board of Trustees 
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Newsletter Online 
 
Trinity’s Newsletter is now available on our website, www.tlcfhaz.org.  To access the newsletter click on 
“Trinity’s Monthly Newsletter” in the lower right hand corner. (Photos are in color, as is the clip art on the 
monthly calendar). 
 
Because of increased costs for paper and postage it would be helpful if you could use our website. 
 
If you do not have a computer and would like to continue receiving the newsletter by mail, please contact our secretary, 
Carolyn, by mail or call  her at 480-837-0130. 
 
We will continue placing copies of the newsletter in mailboxes at church.  However, if you would just as soon 
read the Newsletter online rather than receiving a hard copy in your mailbox, please let Carolyn know. 

 
 

Many hands are needed to accomplish all that 
goes along with the Christmas season at TLC.  

 
Our sincere thanks to the following: 

 
All who helped set up the outdoor Nativity… 

All who helped put up the Christmas trees and 
other church decorations… 

All who attended the Celebration of 
Christmas… 

All who baked cookies for the Christmas 
season… 

All who helped in the kitchen and with set up 
and clean up for Celebration of Christmas… 
All who attended the Nativity Open House 

at Fountain View Village… 
Those who put together Christmas cards for 

the residents of Fountain View Village… 
Those who made the Christmas Eve 

handouts… 
Matthew Frable, the Handbell Ringers, and our 
Choir for their beautiful Advent and Christmas 

music… 
Carolyn and her bulletin helpers for their extra 

duty during December… 
Those who prepared and served the Advent 

suppers… 
Our Christmas Angels who provided gifts for 

the Hispanic Ministry… 
All others who helped in any way during the 

busy month of December… 
You are all truly appreciated! 

 

 
 

A special thank you Eva Coburn and Dave 
Luppes, who have served on the Church 

Council and have now finished their terms of 
office. 

 
We welcome Steve Krause as Secretary, Lynn 
Drossel who continues as Vice President, Hal 
Lucas, continuing as Chair of Administration, 

and Roger Riggert as Head Elder.   
 

Remember to include our Pastor, all members 
of the Church Council, and our Board of Elders 

in your prayers. 

LWML  
 

The next LWML meeting will be held 
January 16, 2010, at 10 am. 

 
Our January collection for the 

VA Maternity Support Program will be 
BATH SOAPS 

(scented or moisturizing…  
something special, not just regular 

 bar soap) 
Soap should be left in the box on the counter 

in the narthex.  Thanks for your support! 



                        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      MEXICAN LASAGNA 
                        From Jim Rydeen (original recipe compliments of Laura Moore, Victoria, MN) 
  
Preheat oven to 375 degrees and grease a 9x13 dish. 
  
1-1/2 lbs. ground beef 
1 pkg. taco seasoning 
1 cup water 
24 oz. medium picante sauce (you can use the medium spice if desired) 
1-1/2 cups sour cream 
1 lb. pkg. monterey jack shredded cheese 
6-8 tortillas (large size to cover pan) 
  
Brown ground beef then add taco seasoning and water. Mix together and simmer 5 minutes. 
Layer in dish:  sauce, beef, sour cream, cheese, tortillas and repeat.  Finish with a final topping of 
cheese. 
You should be able to create at least 3 layers.  I made a change here and started the layering with a 
tortilla on the bottom.  
  
Cover with foil and bake 40 minutes.  Remove foil and cook 10 more minutes.  Serve with chips. 
 

Recipe as modified and served at Dec. 9 Advent Supp er is on the reverse side of this page.  
 
                        

Mexican Salad 
from Christian Colley 

 
INGREDIENTS: 
 
1 (15 oz.) can black beans, rinsed and drained 
1 (15 oz.) can garbanzo beans, drained 
2 c. frozen corn kernels 
½ onion, diced 
2 jalapeno peppers, seeded and minced 
1 red bell pepper, diced 
3 TBLSP chopped fresh cilantro 
1 Roma (plum) tomato, diced 
½ cup olive oil 
3 TBLSP fresh lime juice 
½ tsp honey 
1 tsp ground black pepper 
salt to taste DIRECTIONS: 

In a large bowl, combine all ingredients.  Mix well and allow to sit 1 hour before serving. 
 
From Allrecipes.com 

Watch the bulletin 
and future newsletters 
for news on upcoming 

Dine Outs and Lunch Bunch  
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MEXICAN LASAGNA  

(As modified for Advent Supper by Jim Rydeen) 
 

2 lbs. Ground beef, turkey or turkey 
1 pkg. Taco seasoning mix 
1 or 2 fresh diced jalapeno or chili peppers, according to your taste 
Several cloves of diced fresh garlic 
½ c. of diced onion 
1 cup water 
24 to 32 oz. Of medium picante sauce 
1 ½ cups sour cream 
2 lbs. Of 2% Mexican cheese 
6-8 flat breads (some varieties are very healthy) 
 
Saute the diced peppers, garlic, onion, and set aside.  Brown the gournd beef, chicken, or turkey, add 
Taco seasoning and diced peppers, garlic and onion.  Relax with a glass of wine while you watch your 
creation simmer for at least 5 minutes! 
 
Then layer and cook as in the original recipe (on the reverse side of this page). 
 
Delicioso! 
 
 

Who:  Men 
What:  Take down and store the outdoor Nativity 
When:  Monday, January 4, 8:30 am. 
 
Who:  Women and men 
What:  Remove ornaments and take down 
 Christmas trees and other decorations 
When: Saturday,  January 9, 9:00 am 
 
Who:  All interested parties 
What:  House cleaning of shed and storage areas 
When:  Saturday, January 9, 9:00 am 

YOU SAY          GOD SAYS                BIBLE VERSE 
 
It’s impossible   All things are possible      (Luke 18:27) 
 
I’m too tired   I will give you rest      (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 
I can’t go on   My grace is sufficient      (II Corinthians 12:9 and 
            Psalm 91:15) 
 
I can’t figure things out I will direct your steps      (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
 
I can’t do it   You can do all things      (Philippians 4:13) 
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Our second Advent Supper was another 
opportunity for cake!  Pastor Jim Brockmann 
and Dorine Tatman brought this beautiful 
cake which expresses the message of 
Advent. 

Let Them Eat Cake! 
 

Pictured below are Hannah Toth and Noah 
Lindemann.  Hannah celebrated her 11th

birthday on Sunday, Nov. 29, and Noah 
celebrated his 13th birthday on Wed., Dec. 2. 
 
We love celebrating birthdays at TLC.  As you 
can see, birthdays always involve a beautifully 
decorated, tasty birthday cake! 

Thanks for Your Help!  
 

What a great crew we had on Saturday, Dec. 5, to 
set up our beautiful Christmas trees and decorate 
the sanctuary for Christmas.  Shown below are 
some of the busy  bees hard at work getting the job 
done.  A special thanks to Bill Muehlhauser for 
coordinating the planning and getting the materials 
together for the tasks. 
 

 
 
Cherie Ringer and Baerbel Brown work on hanging 
stars on the Quiet Room window. 
 
 

Celebration of Christmas 
 

A group of 80 plus enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner 
of Roast Turkey and all the trimmings on Sunday, Dec. 
13.  Pastor Daly told the age-old Christmas Story that 
included readings from Scripture and familiar carols. 
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Bible Studies 
 

Sunday morning at 10:15 am 
 

Tuesday morning at 10:00 am 
with Pastor Jerry 

 
2nd & 4th Tuesday, Women’s Study, 

7 pm at Starbucks in Safeway 
 

Wednesday at Noon with Pastor Tom 
 

Thursday evening at 7 pm with Pastor Tom 
 

Please call (480) 837-1230 
to confirm times and places. 

 

 

Thursday, Dec. 31, 7 pm 
followed by fellowship  

with refreshments. 
Bring an appetizer to share if you can, 

or just join us! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The monthly calendar may be accessed using the following link: 
 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1I3F0I3H2K5G1G1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

02 Dave Danley 
Paula Kimmel 

04       Blane Kent 
10 Suzanne Stigler 
12       LaVerne Holden 

Lillian Meuter 
15 Christine Colley 

Leslie Kirkeide 
16 Lois Lucas 
17 Naomi Gades 
18 George Keller 
20       Lynn Drossel 
22       Spencer Bragonier 
23       Beverly Smith 
26 Jack Colley 
28       Glen Churchill 
29       Robert Zeigler 
31 Larry Van Dam 

 

 
 
12 Ray & Rosie Rahn 

 
 

USHERS 
 
     8:00 am       10:30 am 
 

Jan. 3       LaVerne Holden      Nancy Zaw 
                   Pete Visser                   Fred Miller 
 
Jan. 10       Ray Rahn       Fred & Cheryl Herdt 
                   Darrell Kahl 

  
Jan. 17        LaVerne Holden           Bob & Jeannie Edgren 

         William Sprankle 
  

Jan. 24        Fred Miller                    Glen Churchill 
         Chuck Knutsen      Ginger Jenkins 
  

Jan. 31        William Sprankle           Gina Duxbury 
         Chuck Knutsen             Fred Miller 
 
 

 
   
  Thanksgiving Eve     70 
                

Nov. 29                 132 
  Dec. 6        80   +   62   =  142 
  Dec. 13   78   +   76   =     154  
  Dec. 20               93   +   54   =     147 
 
              Wednesdays: 
  Advent I      64      Advent II    62 
              Advent III     63 


