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May, We Give Thanks?
In this Issue

As | look forward in the calendar to the month of May, | realize
how many significant days are selected out for us to observe. We
will join the entire nation in marking Mother's Day, Armed Forces
Day, and Memorial Day. In addition, May 7th is an invitation to

join with other Christians in a National Day of Prayer. May 24th Elders 2
has us celebrating the Lord's ascension. And finally, on May 31 Staff/Leaders 2
we mark the celebration of Pentecost. That is a lot of special Food Bank 2
days to keep track of. Lunch Bunch 2

However, is any day more special than another? God made all 31 days of this month for us.
He has filled them all with wonderful people and challenges. We have great reasons to mark
and remember the Lord's blessings to us. We also have great reasons to celebrate, rejoice,
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Facility Study 4

and give thanks for His special work on our behalf. These unique days just give us the Bible Study 4
opportunity to focus our attention a little more on the great things the Lord does. Calendar 5

Birthdays 6
A National Day of Prayer - now that is a good idea. To celebrate with all God's children the AED Trng. 7
blessing we have in constant and open communication with the Lord. Let the nation (and LWML 7
especially the courts) know that we are a people of prayer. Family Min. 7

News DeadIn. 7

Mother's Day - the opportunity to remember the very special women God has brought into our
lives. How they nurtured and help shape us. How they shared with us in their own way the
full and accepting love that God has for everyone. Our own dear mothers are to be remembered for sure, but this is a
day to be more expansive and celebrate the ministry performed by so many faithful women. They all deserve our
gratitude and honor.

Armed Forces and Memorial Day - days to remember those who have sacrificed so much for us. They have

willingly stood in harms way. Some have given their very lives for our protection and peace. They have endowed our
nation with honor and dignity. Our service people are remembered, and God receives the thanks for their untiring
devotion.

Ascension and Pentecost Sundays - great victories in the lives of Jesus and His church. The Lord ascended up on high,
to fill all things in all; and then sent His Holy Spirit to fill the church and the lives of His followers. As Jesus went on
before us, that He might prepare a place for us to live in eternity; so He empowers and aids us that we might welcome
others to join us in that promise.

| have left out each Sunday, a little Easter celebration of its own. There are also countless personal days of
remembrance and celebration: from birthdays, to graduations, to anniversaries and the like. How many times we have
the chance to celebrate and remember the good and gracious work of our God.

Looking over this list, I'm almost tired. But then again, celebrating and remembering, praising and giving thanks to
God will keep me too busy this month to be tired. Here's to a very special time together in our Lord's hand.

Pastor Tom
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Nancy and | attended the Special Voters Meeting as many of you did on Sunday,
April 19™ to approve and start looking for a special person to lead our Family
Ministry Program. The program presented by Roger Riggert wasn't something the
committee, the Elders, and the Church Council took lightly. We finally all agreed on
the sixth draft of the program. | would like to thank the committee members for all
the time and work they put into the writing of this program. Also we are very excited
Steve Krause has agreed to be chairman of the Search Committee. We will ask
Steve or one of the committee members to regularly report the progress of the
search committee to the congregation.

| believe this program isn't something that one person can direct and get off the
ground. The entire congregation has to be willing to pitch in and get our Family
Ministry Program off and running. Pray for the program,and the committee, that God
sends us the right person to lead the Ministry.

| would like to welcome the new members that we received April 5™ If you have
any ideas, questions, or comments about Trinity that you think the Elders can
answer please let one of us know. The names of all the Elders are in the Sunday
worship folder we hand out Sunday mornings. We would be glad to listen to your
comments.

Please remember that we go back to one service starting at 9:00 am the first
Sunday in May.

In closing I'd like to ask that you all pray for your Elders as we make our decisions
regarding Trinity. We are seeking the Lord’s will for our church, not our own. Pray
that the Lord guides us and leads us in all our decisions.

In Christ,

Dave Luppes
Head Elder

EXTENDED HANDS
FOOD BANK

Donations to our local Food Bank will

now be accepted throughout the year

Canned and dried, non-perishable items
, may be brought to church anytime and

they will be delivered periodically to the Food Bank. Monetary
donations may also be made by checks made out to TLC with the
notation on them: ” Extended Hands Food Bank” Questions: Call
Betty Blank at (480) 816-1789.

» May Lunch Bunch <

Watch the Sunday bulletin for information on the date
and time of the May Lunch Bunch.
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WELCOMING OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

Dorine Tatman is thrilled to have recently purchased
a home in Queen Creek, and although it is a 46 mile
commute to TLC, she does not mind it a bit! Dorine
was born and raised in Rock Island, IL before moving
to California and finally to Arizona in 1987. She has
3 grown children: a son and daughter living in
California and a son living in Scottsdale. She has 4
grandsons.  Dorine plays bridge (as much as
possible, she admits) and loves to read, but her real
passion is being an in-home hospice volunteer.
Frequently you will find Dorine welcoming guests at
our gust podium — a perfect fit as she loves meeting
people. The warm and friendly atmosphere, as well
as its organist and pastor, are what brought Dorine to
Trinity Lutheran Church.

Pastor Jim Brockmann was born in St. Louis, MO,
and was raised in Missouri and Arkansas. Pastor Jim
has served as a pastor in New Orleans, LA, Aurora,
CO, and Tonawanda, NY, before moving to Arizona
20 years ago. Most recently he served as Pastor of
St. Luke Lutheran Church in Mesa. Jim’s father was
also a pastor. Jim describes himself as an “antiquer”,
primarily of toys, and he also enjoys buying and
selling costume jewelry. He has 3 married children
and 6 grandchildren. He enjoys the worship and the
friendliness of the people at TLC.

Eleanor Lemke is that
lovely little lady with a
warm, sweet smile who
always has time to visit.
She was born in
Dickinson, ND, in 1926,
and moved to San
Diego, CA, when she

was just 4 days old. She met and married Paul, a
new Concordia Seminary graduate in Feb., 1945 at
Paulina, lowa. They served at congregations in
Jefferson, IA, Sac City, IA, Pico Rivera, CA, and
Rock Rapids, IA. They retired in 1985 when they
served as winter pastor for Shepherd of the Desert
Lutheran Church in Scottsdale. After Paul’'s death in
1993, Eleanor continued to make Fountain Hills her
home. Eleanor has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, and
8 great-grandchildren. Eleanor enjoys walking,
socializing, and being active with her family and her
church family.

Rick, Debbie and Hannah Toth are already very
much a part of life at TLC, with Rick and Debbie
ushering and Hannah serving as an acolyte. Rick
moved to Arizona in his childhood from Parma, Ohio,
and Debbie found her way to Arizona 16 years ago
from Fort Dodge, lowa. Their daughter, Hannah, is
10 years old and is in 4" grade at Shepherd of the
Desert School. She is an active Girl Scout and
participates in ballet. The Toths own and manage
Breathe Easy Dedicated Services (Among other
things, they will care for your home when you are
away). The family enjoys traveling throughout
Arizona, often combining their excursions with a
school research project for Hannah. They describe
TLC as a wonderful fit where everyone is so welcome
and Pastor Tom is special!

William Sprankle was born and
raised in Michigan, moving to AZ
a year ago seeking better job
opportunities.  Presently he is
working at a convenience store.
Bill loved hunting and fishing in
Michigan and hopes to do some
of that in Arizona. Friends
brought him to TLC when he was
vacationing in Arizona. He likes
Pastor Tom a lot.

Jack Colley was born in
Abilene Texas and raised in
Odessa. He and his wife,
Christine, came to Arizona in
1995. Jack is semi-retired
from international sales and
marketing where he had
opportunities to travel around
the world. He now works part
time for a garage cabinet
company in Fountain Hills.
Spare time might find Jack
playing golf, poker, or reading.
Christine encouraged Jack to
attend TLC and now he has been baptized and received
as a new member of TLC. What a blessing!




FACILITY STUDY UPDATE

The Facility Study Committee thanks everyone for the interest, attendance, questions, and comments that you
shared with us during the Cottage Meetings and the recent short presentation between church services. We're
pleased with the dialog and discussion that occurred. Your input on the future expansion of the facilities is
necessary so that, together, we can be proper stewards of the resources which God has given us. As we partner
together in this process, we need to continue to share thoughts, ideas, and concepts with each other.

The Committee has begun to review your comments and, based upon that information, has determined that an
adjustment in our direction needs to be made. There is more for us to learn from the information we've already
received from you. However, at this time, we feel comfortable in sharing with you that, over the next few months,
the Committee will be:

1.

Working to document an updated master plan.

Based upon several comments about looking to the future to make sure that, to the best of our
collective ability, we don’t “box” ourselves into a facility that won’t allow us to grow appropriately to
meet the needs of the ministries at Trinity.

Including a new fellowship area with storage within the master plan.

Comments about this item came up many times and supports making sure that a new fellowship area
will remain one of the top-priority items.

Including a kitchen facility scaled to service the needs of the congregation.

The information received strongly urges the Committee to consider the serviceability of the current
kitchen as we move forward with the ministries and facilities.

Continuing to improve access to the facilities.

Although access to the facilities in the plan which was presented shows a significant improvement from
what we currently have, we need to continue to build in proper access to the facilities as we work to lay
out a future master plan.

Continuing to review the comments already received and will welcome additional comments at any
time.

In addition to information received during the Cottage meetings, each of the Church Council Board Chairpersons
has been requested to provide input relative to their area of leadership. The continued involvement from these
leaders in the congregation is important for the future of ministries at Trinity as, together, we serve the Lord and
seek the lost.

Submitted on behalf of the Facility Study Committee by Al Axelson

YOUR LUTHERAN ROOTS?

Beginning Sunday, May 3

A new four- week course on “The Roots,
Shoots and Fruits of Lutheranism” will be
led by Pastor Jim Brockmann.

Join us for an interesting look at how our

DO YOU KNOW Looking ahead...
to September 26

. Our September Dine-Out will be to a matinee
at 10:15 am performance at Broadway Palms of Mid-Life!
The Crisis Musical.

Lunch begins at 11:45 am
Show begins at 1:15 pm

Total of $43 per person

The class will focus on the shaping of our includes buffet meal, show, tax, and gratuity

Synod within the story of Lutheranism in

American. Reservations and payment due to Joan Wolfe
by September 6 .




03 Bill Hook

03 Jerry Lindemann

05 Reece Stigler

05 Larry Wyman, Sr.

08 Fred Miller

15 Aimee Scheidt

16 Connie Scheidt

17 Doris Larson

20 Jerry Craig

20 Ryan Krause

20 Marilyn Muehlhauser

22 DeAnne Carl

22 Laura Olson

22 Monty Petersen

31 Pete Visser
15 Don & Alice Schultz
22 Hal & Lois Lucas
28 Doug & Nita Boyer
29 Kevin & Lynn Drossel

USHERS

May 3 Ron Olson & Gina Duxbury

May 10 Bob & Jeannie Edgren

May 17 Darrell Kahl & Fred Miller

May 24 Fred Miller

May 31 Rick & Debbie Toth
GREETERS

May 3 Pastor Jim Brockmann &

Dorine Tatman

May 10 Leslie Kirkeide

May 17 Bill Hook & Beverly Meadows
May 24 Greeters Needed

May 31 Greeters Needed

Church Attendance

March 29 101 82 = 183
Wed. April 1 68
April 5 104 64 = 168
Maundy Thursday 71
Good Friday 37 87 = 134
April 12 147 126 273

April 19 94 71 = 165



AED Training

On Saturday, April 18, a group of TLC
members were trained in the use of the AED
(Automatic External Defibrillator). While we
hope this training never needs to be put to
use, we thank those who have had the
training. Thanks to Dave Danley who, as
Head of the Board of Trustees, arranged for
the training session

that, as a member of our Lutheran Church, you are
automatically a member of LWML, or Lutheran
Women in Mission ? All women in our
congregation are members of LWML, and are
invited to attend our once-a-month meetings.

The next LWML meeting in on Saturday, April
18, at 10:00 am. Refreshments, a devotion, and
discussion of projects are all a part of our one-
hour gathering.

If you are unable to attend our meetings, y ou
can still participate by contributing by way of a
Mite Box. Boxes are available on the counter in
the narthex. There is also a monthly calendar
that gives wonderful ideas/reasons for putting
change in your mite box. Mite boxes are
collected and conse crated on the third
Sat./Sun. of March, June, Sept., and Dec.

For more information, contact LWML President,
Monty Petersen, or Treasurer, Joan Wolfe.

We hope to see YOU at our next meeting.

Voters Approve
Family Ministry Plan

On Sunday, April 19, TLC Voters approved the
plan to establish a Family Ministry and also
approved the formation of a Call Committee to
facilitate seeking a person to lead this ministry.

This Ministry will address the needs of all
generations, creating an intergenerational
climate within the congregation. Included will be
outreach and positive identification of our
congregation within the community of Fountain
Hills.

Steve Krause was appointed Chair of the Call
Committee. The other members of the Call
Committee will be those who have served during
the past months in defining Family Ministry and
articulating its Mission and Ministry Objectives. If
you would like additional information about the
Family Ministry please talk with Pastor Tom, any
of the Elders, or congregational President Al
Axelson.

Elder Roger Riggert, |., and President Al
Axelson, r., conducted a Q/A session at the
Voters meeting.

News Deadline: May 19
for distribution May 31
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Return Service Requested

TLC was the site of a great number of activities
during the 6 ¥ weeks from Ash Wednesday to
Easter. Our sincere thanks to all who planned,
organized, and prepared for them, as well as
those who gave their time to set up and clean up
for the following: Soup Suppers

Pastor’s Anniversary Celebration

Special Worship Services

Easter services and Breakfast
In addition, thanks to those who carried out the
usual weekly tasks of preparing bulletins,
hanging banners, serving on Altar Guild and
cleaning the church building. You are too
numerous to name, but realize that your efforts
are truly appreciated! Thanks also to all who

were in attendance at any or all of these
nreAacinneg

Bible Studies

Sunday morning at 10:15 am

Tuesday morning at 10:00 am
(ending April 28, resumes in fall)

2" & 4" Tuesday, Women’s Study,
7 pm at Starbucks in Safeway

Wednesday at Noon
Thursday evening at 7 pm

Please call (480) 837-1230
to confirm times and places.




