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In some ways this compares and contrasts perfectly with our Christian faith.  On the one hand, 
we never graduate.  As Christians we are always learning, always growing, always being 
challenged.  I suppose the only graduation we can reasonably speak about is the graduation 
we will accomplish in heaven.  Only then will we have gotten it all right. 
 
Yet, there remain two wonderful realities to our faith.  The first is that we truly do rely on the 
past.  Our faith harkens back to the salvation accomplished for us by Jesus our Savior.  
Without His work completed on the cross, we would never know the confidence of our eternal 
security.  Because He gave Himself for us, we have the assurance of everlasting life.  This is 
how the past so dramatically impacts our present.  In the Cross of Calvary we have graduated 
to heaven! 
 The other reality we face is the constant desire to progress.  Just like students who are still learning, we want to 
grow in knowledge, understanding, and ability.  We can never be fully satisfied with where we are in this life as it 
relates to our faith.  We are forever pressing forward and rejoicing in the gains we make as God’s children.  What a 
blessing that our Father in heaven allows us this time to grow and mature in our response to His great love. 
 
You will no doubt see or get to congratulate a recent graduate in the next few weeks.  Don’t forget, that we all 
remain disciples, (students), in the Christian faith.  May these occasions be a chance for us to remember that we 
remain spiritual students all of our lives.  May we all rejoice in the chance to grow in the love and knowledge of 
Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

                         Graduating? 
 

The end of May and the beginning of June bring graduations.  We 
are excited for those who have reached a very significant milestone 
in their lives.  Graduation says a lot about determination, 
perseverance, and accomplishment.  It also bespeaks a look into 
the future.  The accomplishments of the past are only as 
meaningful as the ways in which they set us up for our future 
endeavors. 

Pastor Tom 

Please note the following time change:  Pastor Tom’s Noon Bible Class on Wednesdays 
will  begin at 11:00 a.m. until further notice. 
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Pastor has had several memorial services in the past couple of 
weeks. It was my privilege to attend some of these services. What a 
joy it was to hear him give comfort and assurance to the families and 
loved ones of those individuals who passed from this earthly life. The 
assurance is that they are now with Jesus in heaven. Also, what a 
witness to people and relatives who attended these services! 
 
Church attendance this year compared with the same period last year 
is up!  People come to faith in Christ by people like us inviting them to 
church. If you have neighbors or friends who might be receptive, 
please invite them. 
 
The Worship Planning Committee consisting of Pastor, Minister of 
Music Matthew Frable, and myself, meet periodically to plan the 
worship services. In some of the upcoming services we will be singing 
songs with more contemporary music. As always, feel free to give me 
your comments or suggestions. 
 
 
Roger Riggert 
Head Elder 
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July Newsletter Deadline:  
June 15  

 

 

Thank you to all for the cards, well 
wishes, prayers, and expressions of 
concern during Chuck’s hospitalization 
and recovery.  Your support was, and 
continues to be, so appreciated! 
  Chuck and Betty Blank 
 
Thank you for all the visits and 
kindnesses I’ve received during my 
recent hospital and nursing home stay. 
   Betty Daly 

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage. 



 This summer we will be exploring the theme verse Luke 
10:27, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind’; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  Summer Blast begins June 6! 
 
All kids age 3- Grade 8 are invited to join us each Sunday morning for Summer Blast from 10:15-
11:15AM.   We hope you will be able to join us for amazing Bible adventures, cool crafts, great games, 
magnificent music, and snacks you can sink your teeth into!  Invite your friends and have a blast with 
us this summer!    
 
Helpers are needed!  If you would like to volunteer to help out with a Sunday or two Summer Blast, 
please contact Amy at the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School 

       
 
Our LWML group is in recess for the summer.  We will  not meet during the months of June, July, and 
August.  The next meeting will be Saturday morning, September 18, at 10:00 a.m.  However, our 
ongoing projects will continue during the summer months. 
 
Mite Boxes will be gathered on Sunday, June 20.  Boxes should be placed in the basket that will be 
on the counter that Sunday, and they will be dedicated during the worship service that morning. 
 
Stamps  may continue to be placed in the envelope on the bulletin board near the kitchen.  Please 
remember that we cannot accept common stamps (flags, Forever stamps, etc.).  The following are 
acceptable:  Commemorative stamps (larger than common stamps and with perforations on all four 
sides), Airmail stamps, and all foreign stamps.  There must be at least ¼ inch of paper around each 
stamp, with undamaged perforations. 
 
The VA Maternity Project  will continue through the summer with the following items being collected: 
 
  June:  Onesies and Baby Girl Headbands 
  July:   Baby Spoons and burp cloths 
  Aug.:  Rattles and toys (suitable for age birth-1 yr.) 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our projects! 
 

 
Lutheran Women in Mission 
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Our kitchen is in need of a microwave to 
replace one that has “died”.  A new or gently 
used, large-size microwave would be useful.  
We currently have a small microwave oven, but 
it is too small for most tasks other than 
warming in very small containers. 
 
A used microwave should be clean, and in 
good operating condition, preferably 
accompanied with an operations manual. 
 
If you can provide a microwave oven, please 
contact Christine Colley (phone number in 
church directory). 

 
HELP is needed on Sunday mornings in order to 
continue our traditional Fellowship Hour after the 
worship service.  Volunteers are needed both to 
bring goodies and to help in the kitchen. 
 
If you could help once a month with one of these 
tasks, please see Christine Colley: 

· Bringing food 
· Setting up before the service 
· Cleaning up after fellowship 
· Supervising the kitchen routine before 

and after the service. 
 

Consider helping for a month at a time, or for 
one week a month, or whatever your schedule 
will allow. Peace starts with a smile. 

 
Cancer Support Group 
 
Shepherd of the Desert has announced and invited any of our members who may be battling cancer to 
join in a Cancer Support Group the fourth Monday evening of every month at 7:00 p.m. on their campus in 
Building A (Room 108, Westside of building).  Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church and School is 
located on the NW corner of 96th and Shea, Scottsdale. 
 
“Our Healing Journey” Cancer Support Group is a Christ centered caring and sharing support group for 
survivors, family members, friends, and caregivers whose lives have been touched by cancer.  Survival 
tools will be shared in a supportive, confidential environment, encouraging each other as we face the 
mental, emotional and physical challenges of cancer on the way to recovery. 
 
For any questions or more information, please call Carol Witt at 480-314-1851. 

 

Sunday, May 23, marked the end of the 2009-2010 Choir 
“Season”.  Our thanks to Minister of Music Matthew Frable, the 
Handbell Ringers, and the singers of Voices of Praise for their 
dedication and perseverance in providing music for our 
worship. 
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The monthly calendar may be accessed using the following link: 
 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1I3F0I3H2K5G1G1 
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02   Glen & Joy Churchill 
04   Bob & Lois Jeffrey 
05   Ed & Eunice Wambsganss 
06   Jeremy & Trisha Jochens 
12   Darrell & Grace Kahl 
15   Jim & Cherie Ringer 
       Martin & Beverly Smith 
17   George & Gretchen Sorenson 
18   Ruben & Margie Schwefel 
19   Rogers & Diane Brackmann 
21   Bill & Marilyn Muehlhauser 
24   Chuck & Monna Knutsen 
       Bernt & Dottie Larson 
25   Duane & Betty Ann Baer 
       Al & Sharon Koehlinger 
26   Don & Kathy Cook 
  
 
  

 
 
 
June 06 Chuck Knutsen & 
  William Sprankle 

 
 June 13 Fred & Cheryl Herdt 
 
 June 20 Rick & Debbie Toth 
 

June 27 Bob & Jeanne Edgren 

 
__________________ 

   
02 Donald Hill 

 03 Wayne Rindt 
 04 Clarice Zenor 
 07 John Par 
 08 Voil Martin 
 15 Bob Cegon 
 16 Keith Holden 
 19 Jim Rohrbach 
 20 Cherie Ringer 
 21 Janette Van Dam  
 22 David Fiess 
 26 Joyce Rindt 
 28 Peter Wildeman 
 

 

 
                

Apr. 25   88 + 40 = 128 
      
May 02 127     
      
May 09 128     
      
May 16 129     
      
May 23 110     
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Five Finger Prayer  
 

1. Your thumb is nearest you.  So begin your prayers by praying for those closest to you.  They are the 
easiest to remember.  To pray for our loved ones is, as C.S. Lewis once said, a ‘sweet duty’. 

 
2. The next finger is the pointing finger.  Pray for those who teach, instruct, and heal.  This includes 

teachers, doctors, and ministers.  They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right 
direction.  Keep them in your prayers. 

 
3. The next finger is the tallest finger.  It reminds us of our leaders.  Pray for the president, leaders in 

business and industry, and administrators.  These people shape our nation and guide public opinion.  
They need God’s guidance. 

 
4. The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Surprising to many is the fact that this is our weakest finger, as any 

piano teacher will testify.  It should remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble, or in pain.  
They need your prayers day and night.  You cannot pray too much for them. 

 
5. And lastly comes our little finger – the smallest finger of all which is where we should place ourselves in 

relation to God and others.  As the Bible says, ‘The least shall be the greatest among you.’  Your pinkie 
should remind you to pray for yourself.  By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your 
own needs will be put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively. 

 
Don’t tell God how big your storm is, Tell the storm how big your God is! 

 
 
 

Best wishes and congratulations to Ed and Eunice Wambsganss who 
will celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary on June 5. 
 
Eunice shares the following story of their early married years: 
 
After their marriage on June 5, 1960, at Our Savior’s Lutheran church 
in Marion, Kansas, they took a two day trip to Great Bend, Kansas for 
their honeymoon.  Some of the time during those two days was spent 
looking at mobile homes to buy for their home fore the  next 5 years or 
so.  Then  they moved to Osborne, KS, where they both had jobs, and 
from there, they moved their mobile home to Manhattan, KS, where 
Eddie finished getting his degree in engineering. 

 

You are invited to sing with the Summer Choir on the second 
Sunday of June, July and August.  Rehearsal will be held at 
8:00 a.m. the morning the Choir will sing.  This is a great time 
to give singing in the Choir a try!  We hope to see you on June 
13, July 11, and/or August 8!  If you have questions, stop and 
see Matthew at the Organ any Sunday morning. 
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Bible Studies 

 
Sunday morning at 10:15 am  

 
2nd & 4th Tuesday, Women’s Study, 

7 pm at Starbucks in Safeway 
 

Wednesday at 11 am with Pastor Tom 
 

Thursday evening at 7 pm with Pastor Tom 
 

Please call (480) 837-1230 
to confirm times and places. 

 

 

 
Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Fellowship Hour following Worship 

  
Summer Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Class 10:15 a.m. 


