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computers.  He was on his way to give a talk to a group of people about setting good priorities in their lives.  He 
apparently had learned from experience what happens when  you don't have a good set of priorities.  This, in turn, 
gave me the opportunity to share with him the Biblical perspective on setting priorities: putting the kingdom of God 
first, and all things then fitting in.  It was the kind of opportunity we Christians pray for and look forward to. 
  
Had I been one of the hundred or so grumblers, I would have missed out on this God given opportunity.  The wait 
time would have been insufferable, and no chance to share the love and blessings of Jesus would have come. 
Instead, my time was well spent, and my patience was well rewarded. 
  
Our God is no waster of opportunity or time.  Too often we get carried away with our own schedules and plans, 
forgetting that He remains in charge.  When we relax just a little to allow Him to work His will in our lives, wonderful 
things happen.  This is why Scripture so often counsels us to be patient, and lists patience as a fruit of the Spirit, 
(Galatians 5:22-23). 
  
It is a good lesson for us all to learn again.  Let's not get ahead of ourselves; but look constantly in all 
circumstances for the hand of God at work.  This is where true patience begins. 
  
Pastor Tom 
 
 

 
PATIENCE 

  
 
As most of you know, I just got back from a quick visit/vacation 
out to see my son in Connecticut.  The trip, and time in the 
airports, gave me a lot to think about as relating to our faith.  One 
of the most profound thoughts that occurred to me went back to 
that often used word, patience. 
 
The trip out was easy and uneventful.  The time we spent  

together was a blur.  All too quickly it was time to head for home.  That is when the need 
for patience surfaced.  We have all been in this situation.  After a reasonable layover for 
switching planes in Chicago, we were informed that there would be a delay.  We had a 
plane, an attendant crew, but no pilot.  He was to be delayed at least two hours.  The 
ground crew was at a loss to explain the situation, and the passengers were in a sour 
mood moving toward ugly. 
 
The gentleman seated next to me waiting had a hard time understanding the 
announcement, so he asked me to explain the situation to him.  That broke the ice and 
began our conversation together.  It lasted the full two hour delay, and was fascinating. 
The time seemed to fly by.  It turned out that he was one of the original computer people 
responsible for the creation of Windows, the software almost all of us use on our   
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The Family Ministry Program is getting more exciting all the time !!! Steve Krause, 
chairman of that important committee, reports there are many inquiries concerning 
this position.  This gives them a huge base to choose from and that should mean we 
get a top notch person to fill our leadership position. Steve said his committee’s goal 
is to present a candidate in October.  Please pray for the committee as they do their 
important work. 
 
Aren’t we lucky to have such great Pastor and three retired Pastors to 
back him up.  Pastor Jerry did a great job last Sunday filling in for 
Pastor Tom as Pastor Tom was taking a well deserved vacation. The 
Elders would like to thank all three retired Pastors for their willingness 
to help whenever needed.  We are truly blessed. 
 
I understand the contractor will be in church fairly early in September 
to do the remodeling project we voted on in the recent voters meeting. 
I think this small remodeling project should help us get the congestion 
cleared after our service and also provide a much better room for the 
nursery.  I’m excited for the job to get done.  They say it should be 
done in six days, so we shouldn’t have any interruption on Sunday. 
 
Hope your September goes well.   Take care and God bless. 
 
Dave Luppes 
Head Elder 
 

Director of Family Ministry 
Search Committee Update  

  
The search committee sent questionnaires to the 50 plus names 
through a variety of channels (e-mail, mail, and phone) to assess 
their skills and interest, current status, and interest in the position. 
Twenty five candidates have expressed an interest in the position 
to date.  The committee has now begun the process to narrow 
down the list to individuals who will be contacted for a more in-
depth phone interview.   
  
Thank you to many of you for submitting names!  Please continue 
to pray that God’s will and glory will be revealed through this 
process; and for the candidates for wisdom and discernment as 
they consider the position. 
  
Your servant in Christ, 
Steve Krause 
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SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING 
 

Thank you to all of you who attended the voters’ meeting on August 16.  Hopefully, all of the 
questions that were asked were answered and understood.  If any questions do remain, please 
don’t hesitate to follow up and ask. 
 
The results of the voters’ meeting guides us as we work to be good stewards of our finances 
through the mortgage refinance, brings Trinity Lutheran Church closer to the realization of 
obtaining the additional staff person, provides direct support to pastors in training, and gives 
needed support directly to mission work overseas.  Your continued support for outreach and 
growing the ministries of TLC is needed.  We know that everyone is not able to support in all the 
same ways or to the same amounts. Some give of time, some give of financial resources, and 
some support by both.  Each of these resources is a precious gift of God. 
 
Thank you for your support for the Ministry and Mission work at Trinity. 
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Hispanic Ministry Backpacks  
 

Through the generous support of TLC  parishioners, 
over 30 backpacks filled with school supplies were 
delivered to the Hispanic Mission via George 
Sorenson.  What a wonderful way to help kids out at 
the beginning of their school year.  Muchas gracias!! 
(And, Thank You, George, for taking them down to 
the Ministry!) 
 

 
 

 
 

Our thanks to Terri Niederhaus for her efforts in 
beautifying the church patio/entrance.  She 
planted the beautiful flowers you see in one of 
the beds on the patio,  and has faithfully cared for 
them during the summer heat.   Perhaps 
someone would like to plant and care for the 
other box..  It’s a lot of work but how nice it looks! 
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LAST CHANCE to make your reservations 

for Mid-Life! The Crisis Musical 
Matinee performance on 
Saturday, September 26 

Lunch begins at 11:45 am 
Show begins at 1:15 pm 
Total of $43 per person 

includes buffet, show, tax, gratuity 
 

Reservations and payment due to 
Joan Wolfe by Sept. 6. 

 
Carpooling will be available 

 
Watch the Sunday bulletin 

for additional information on 
future Lunch Bunch and Dine Out dates.  
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 Look For This Box 
in the Narthex 

 
During the month of September we are 
collecting Storybooks for ages 0-3 for the VA 
Maternity Support Program.  The books will 
be added to the baby baskets prepared by 
volunteers for women veterans who are 
pregnant. 
 
Trinity’s LWML (Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League, or Lutheran Women in 
Mission) are collecting the books and will see 
they are delivered to the VA Office that 
coordinates the program. 
 
Donated books may be brought anytime 
during the month of September. 

 
Join us for LWML 

 
All women of TLC are invited to attend the 
September meeting of LWML (Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, or Lutheran 
Women in Mission) on Saturday, Sept. 19, 
at 10 am, in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Join us for a devotion, refreshments, and 
discussion on how we can serve others, 
both locally, in our state, and in the world. 
 
Mite boxes will be collected on Sept. 19 
and 20 and dedicated during our worship 
service on the 20th.   
 
Also discussed will be the VA Meternity 
Support Program (see related item 
below).   
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The September Church Calendar 
 

may be accessed 
 

directly on the 
 

TLC web site 
 

tlcfhaz.org 
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03 Kyle Pdersen 
05 Beverly Meadows  

 06 Geraldine Feld 
07 Duane Baer 
13 Dianne Immenga 
14 Jean Wittig 
17 Valerie Scheidt 
19 Robert Fisher 
21 Leonardo Llames 
29 Doug Boyer 

Jeanette Carl 
 

 
 
 

04 George & Bonnie Keller 
 Arlen & LaVerne Sondrol 
 Reece & Suzanne Stigler 
05 Rev. Jerry & Karen 

Lindemann 
06 Pete & Jan Visser 
11 Keith & LaVerne Holden 
14 John & Eva Coburn 
18 Thor & Jennifer Lyons 
23 Donald & Eileen Hill 
24 Kevin & Dawn Brown 
29 Al & Dianne Immenga 

 

 
 

USHERS 
 
   Sept. 6 Fred Miller & Gina Duxbury 
 
   Sept. 13 Bob & Jeannie Edgren 
 
   Sept. 20 Fred Miller & Darrell Kahl 
 
   Sept. 27 Gina Duxbury & Pete Visser 
 
   

GREETERS 
 

   Sept. 6 Al & Joy Axelson 
 
   Sept. 13 Darrell & Grace Kahl 
  
   Sept. 20 TBA 
   

  Sept. 27 TBA 
 

 
 

 
 

July 26 - 101  
August 2 - 98 
August 9 - 113 
August 16 – 99 
August 23 - 87 

6 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cleaning Crew Help 
Welcomed! 

 
Extra help is always welcomed by the cleaning 
crew,  especially during the summer months when 
some of the crew is off to cooler climates. 
 
If you would like to help with cleaning the church 
facilities on Saturday morning, please contact Pete 
Visser.  The crew usually begins at 8 am, but 
they’ve been known to begin and finish earlier than 
that, so please check with Pete to double check the 
times. 

 

Silent Servants  
 

Did you know silent, unsung servants are among us?  
Did you ever consider how many things need to be 
done to prepare for Sunday worship, not to mention the 
weekly maintenance of our building?  Most of us don’t 
realize how many hands are serving each week.  
Consider these: 
 
Preparing for Holy Communion each week 
Putting away Communion ware and cleaning 

Communion linens each week 
 Making sure the sanctuary Eternal Light remains lit 
 Cleaning throughout the building…vacuuming the 
 Sanctuary and other carpeted areas, 
 emptying trash, dusting, mopping the tile, 
 sweeping the patio… 
 Creating, hanging, and changing banners to align 
 with seasons of the church year 
 Creating, duplicating, folding, and stapling the 
 bulletin for each service 
 Serving as Greeters or at the Guest Podium 
 Providing goodies for Sunday morning coffee time, 
 arranging the food service, and cleaning up 
 after 
 Checking blood pressures on the 2nd Sunday  
 
There are more tasks than those listed here.  If you can 
identify any of these silent servants, tell them “Thank 
You” the next time you see them.  Better yet, find a way 
in which you can be a silent servant. 
 

 
  
 

 
resumes Wednesday, Sept. 2, 6:00 pm 

 
Choir resumes  

Wednesday, Sept. 2, 7:15 pm 
 
Both groups can use additional members.  Come 
and  
Try us.  Both are fun groups, serving the church with 
music! 

NOTE:  Our Summer Sunday Luncheons, 
known as Christians Eating Out (CEO) will 
conclude with lunch on Sunday, Sept. 20.  
Thanks to Hal and Lois Lucas for once 
again arranging with Sunridge for our 
group to dine there. 
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Bible Studies 
 

Sunday morning at 10:15 am 
 

Tuesday morning at 10:00 am 
(on hiatus, resumes in fall) 

 
2nd & 4th Tuesday, Women’s Study, 

7 pm at Starbucks in Safeway 
 

Wednesday at Noon 
 

Thursday evening at 7 pm 
 

Please call (480) 837-1230 
to confirm times and places. 

 

 

 
 

resumes 

10:15 AM, September 13 


